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TO THE READER. 


= OST men will acknowledge, that the pri- 


1 


mitive churches, to whom Paul wrote 
his epiſtles, excceded, in many reſpects, the pro- 
fellors of Chriſtianity in our preſent age; and 
good grounds they have ſo to believe; for the 
ſaid apoſtle, in his epiſtles, told the Corinthi- 
ans, That their bodies were the temples of the 


Holy Ghoſt : he told the Epheſians, That they 


were fellatu- citizens with the ſaints, and of the 
houſehold of Gd: he told the Philippians, That 
their converſation was in heaven he told the 
Coloſſians, That they were delivered from the 


power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the king- 


dom of the dear Sen of God: he told the He- 
brews, That they were come to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Feruſalem. And: Peter, 


in his general epiſtle to the churches, told them, 


That they were a ch:ſen generation, a royal prieft- 


hozd, a holy nation, a peculiar people. 
A 2 


Iv 

But is this our ſtate? Can we ſay, from 2 
ſenſible feeling, that the Holy Spirit of God 
dwells in us? That our bodies are the temples, 
in which we may behold his preſence; feel his 
power; fear, worſhip, and ſerve him? Can we 
ſay that our converſations are in heaven? That 
we are tranſlated into the kingdom of the dear 
Son of God, and live under the ſceptre of his 
government? That we are come to the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, where the great God is wor- 
ihipped in ſpirit and in truth? Or are we not 
ſtrangers to all theſe things, and yet perſuade 
ourſelves that we are the people of God, and 
good Chriſtians? 


The primitive churches had the honourable 


name of ſaints; we can give ourſelves no bet- 
ter name than miſerable ſinners: and what is 
the reaſon? Moſtof the fore- mentioned churches, 
before their converſion, were but Heathens; 
they were not born of chriſtian parents, nor 
trained up in the chriſtian faith, as we think 
we are: and after converſion they had but lit- 


tie preaching, in compariſon to what we have; 
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1 were they furniſhed with books ſo plen- 


tifully as we are. 


We cannot conclude that the kingdom of 


Chriſt, that then appeared in power, did (as 
the ſun in the firmament ſometimes doth) thew 
itſelf in a morning, and be no more ſeen all 
day : for the kingdom of Chriſt is an everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, and the new covenant that was 
made with the houſe of Jacob an everlaſting 
covenant. Neither may we conclude that God 
hath withdrawn himſelf from the children of 
men; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we firſt 


forſake him. 


The apoſtle foreſaw that there would be a 
falling away from the grace in which many 
primitive Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed ; which 
ſoon after his deceaſe came to paſs. But our 
preachers ſay, That the dark night of apoſta- 
ſy is over, and that we live in goſpel days a- 
gain; but if ſo, where are the fruits? We 


i may, I confeſs, hear goſpel words; but where 
is the goſpel power, by which believers come 
do be the ſons of God, and to bear his image 
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in righteouſneſs ? Why are not we, who are 
called Chriſtians, grown to the ſtature of them 
that were born Heathens, and brought up in blind- 
neſs and ignorance? Why are we not ſanctifi- 


ed, and made a holy people, as well as they ? 


Why are not our bodies cleanſed, and made an 
habitation for the eternal Spirit, as theirs were? 


Why are not our converſations in heaven, or 


at leaſt more heavenly than they be? the reaſon. 


to me is this; we have not built upon the ſame 


foundation that they built upon ; for this we 


are to underſtand, that the Heathens had not 


the Scriptures as we have, and ſo could not 
frame a form of godlineſs therefrom, as many 


ſince have done, made up with good words, cal- 


ling that godlineſs, and reſting in an outward 
performance thereof, without any true conver- 
fion, or ſenſe of that inward life and power, 
that the primitive Chriſtians came to feel, and 
found in themſelves through faith, and the ope- 
ration of the eternal quickening ſpirit of Jeſus. 


The Heathens, as well as others, were of 


God's creation (all nations being made of one 
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2 blood), and fo had in themſelves, as every man 
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hath, a good ſpirit, as well as a bad; light, as 
well as darkneſs; ſomething that reproved them 
for ſin, as well as ſomething that tempted them 
to ſin. And being, by the Apoſtle, turned 
i from the darkneſs that was in them, to the 
, | light; from that which tempted them to fin, 


to that which convicted and reproved them for 


i ſin ; they cleaved thereunto, confided therein, 
and became followers thereof: and by cleaving. 


1 to the good, they were delivered from evil; by 


following the light, they came to be tranſlated 


1 out of the kingdom of darkneſs, and to have 
1 | their converſations in heaven, whillt they were 
3 upon earth. ; | 

; Theſe built on a ſure rock, a living founda- 
| tion, on Chriſt, as he in all ages was, and ſtill 
is, in his ſpiritual appearance, the light of the 
| world, and the life of righteouſneſs ; and, tak- 
1 ö ing his eternal Spirit in themſelves for their 
9 guide, turned from whatſoever they were there - 
3 by convicted of, and reproved for; by which 
1 | Eſau, or the firſt nature, came to be ſupplant- 


vili 
ed, and he, whoſe right it is to reign, came to 
have the rule in them, and the government 


over . 


And as the darkaelt that eclipſed the bright- 


neſs of the ſun of righteouſneſs in them came 


to be removed, they came to have a clear diſ- 


cerning what was of God, and what was ſel- 


fiſh, and to be denied; 


ry motion that was not of God, the body of 
ſin became mortified, their inſides became 


cleanſed, the lump became leavened ; ſuch as 


were carnal became ſpiritual ; and this made 


them a peculiar people. 


And did we walk 1n their footſteps, we might 


riſe to their attainment : but if we build on 


words, and outward ſervices without ſpirit and 


life, we can never riſe ; for, as Paul ſaid in 


another caſe, If [ ſpeak with the tongue of men 


and angels, and have not charit), I am become 
as ſounding braſs : ſo, ſay I in this caſe, if we 
hear men and angels, if we could live conti- 


nually under the ſound of good words, if we 


and, turning from eve- 
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have no regard to that inward light which diſ- 
Y covers the riſing of evil motions, and power 
3 from God to turn from them, we can never 
1 | mortify ſin, cleanſe our ſouls, and become a 


holy people. The work of ſanctification is in- 
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1 our ſouls from the power of death. 


1 ward, and to be effected by inward means; no- 
1 thing but inward light can expel inward dark- 
neſs; nothing leſs than eternal life can deliver 


Since men came to be perſuaded that though 


? | they ſow tares, they ſhall reap wheat ; 


though 


they go down into the grave ſinners, they ſhall 
= riſe ſaints, and attain in another world what 
the primitive Chriſtians attained to in this 


4 world ; their converſations have not been in 


heaven, but in the earth; they have walked in 
autos, and not in the light; the god of this 
world hath been ſerved, and not the God of 
I And what future happineſs this can 


Y produce, let the wiſe in heart judge. 
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HOLY LIFE. 


AU in his epiſtle to the Galatians, 
# chap. v. 16. had this ſaying, Wall in the 
| Spirit, and ye hall not fulfil the luſis of the 
L. And in his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. 
viii. 13. he had this ſaying, F ye live after the 
1 2 ye ſhall die ; but if ye through the Spirit 
ds martify the aceds of the body, ye ſball live.— 
If ever ſcriptures were written for our learn- 


learned therefrom. 
The end of preaching, in our preſent age, 
and daughters of men might learn thereby to 


deny, turn from, and forſake every evil deed; 
gand come to live a ſober, righteous, godly life 


peace with God in their own conſciences here, 
and eternal life hereafter. 


B 2 


_ 


ing, theſe ſcriptures were; for much may be 


and many ages paſt, hath been, that the ſons 


in this preſent world, that they might have 
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Now to effect this great work, in which 
thouſands of labourers have for many years been 
employed, the apoſtle gives this ſhort exhorta- 
tion: Walk in the Spirit: affirming unto the 
Galatians, that if they walked in the Spirit, 
they ſhould not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh; they 


ſhould not yield to evil motions, nor ſatisfy 


their carnal deſires; which is the only way to 


mortify the deeds of the body, and cure all ſpi- 


ritual infirmities. But this way of God's ſal- 
vation hath been ſo long rejected, that few in 
our preſent age know what this Spirit is, where 
they may have acquaintance therewith, or how 
they may walk therein. And that our under- 
ſtanding may be opened in this weighty con- 
cern, let us conſider, 


1. What Paul was, and how he came to 
be a = miniſter. | 


What the people were to whom he 
wrote thoſe epiſtles. | 


3. What the apoſtle called fleſh and foicit, 


and wherein we walk after them. 


4. What we are to EN by his words, 
die and live. 


5. How we may, through the Spirit, mor- 
tify the deeds of the body. 


By reading the ſcriptures we may find, that 
Faul was an Ifſraclite, of the ſeed of Abraham, 
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and brought up a ſcholar, well inſtructed in the 
law); and as to his religion, he was a Phariſee. 
And what were the Phariſees? Not a looſe, 
profane people; but in outward appearance, a 


very religious people, zealous for their temple 


2 and the ſervice thereof; with all other outward 
2 obſervations ; inſomuch that Jeſus ſaid of them, 
= That they made clean the outfide of the cup and 
5 . ; which few now do. 


But when the time drew nigh, in which 


God would be no longer worſhipped in temples. 
| made with hands, but would dwell in, and be 
1 worſhipped by, ſanctified hearts; and that the 
laws that were written by that great prophet 
Z Moſes, for the houſe of Iſrael to obſerve and 
walk in, muſt no longer be a rule of righte- 


ouſneſs ; but Jews and Gentiles muſt walk by 


a law proceeding from the Spirit of God in 
their inward parts; when a greater than Mo- 
ſes was come, proclaiming a kingdom at hand, 
that conſiſted of a more excellent righteouſneſs 


than theirs, teſtifying to the faces of thoſe out- 


_— 


2 ſide worſhippers, that, notwithſtanding their 
great zeal for the temple and the ſervice there- 
of, they were but hypocrites and blind guides; 
2X — the rulers of thoſe people were greatly of- 
fended; and, having a bitter ſpirit, notwith- 
2X ſtanding their outſide, righteouſneſs, endeavour- 
ed by perſecution, ta {top the coming of that 
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kingdom; ORE ER the prince, a impri- 


| but God, put a ſtop to his proceedings, ſhew- 
Ing him, that it was not men, but Chriſt in 


tineſs of all ſhadows, and to turn from them, 


— wikegl. "Nh rom nn Ob 


the foundation of all Paul's knowledge in the 


himſelf. For keeping to the leading of that 


ders; but in the ſtrength of the Lord, with 2 
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ſoning his ſubjects. In which perſecution 
none was more active than Paul, waſting the 
churches beyond meaſure. 


But in the height of his perſecution, not man, 


men, that he perſecuted; which was really ſo: 
for had not Chriſt, by his eternal Spirit, been 
in thoſe men whom Paul perſecuted, opening 
the eyes of their underſtandings to ſee the emp- 


Paul would have had nothing to ſay to them; 
dut they inclining to the worſhip of God in 
ſpirit, and ſlighting temple-worthip, Paul look- 
ed upon them as a people not worthy to live. 


But it pleaſed God to reveal in Paul the ſame 
Chriſt that he perſecuted in others; and that re- 
velation, or inward knowledge of Chriſt, was 


myſtery of godlineſs. He had not his future 
teaching from men, nor from books, but from 
the operation of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus in 


Spirit, he grew in grace; and as he grew in 
grace, he grew in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
and ſo went not up to Jeruſalem, to them who 
were apoſtles before him, for inſtructions or or- 


15 

j- ME dook of experiences in his heart, inſtead of 4 
Fol HF © bible in his hand, he went into Arabia to preach 
ie the goſpel to the Heathen. And what founda- 
tion did he lay? Not circumciſion, which was 
the foundation of the Jews' religion: nor John's 
9 baptiſm, which ſince became the foundation of 
the Chriſtian religion: for he told the Corin- 
thians, that Chriſt did not ſend him to baptize, 
but to preach; and thanked God, that he bap- 
tized no more of them than Criſpus and Gai- 
dus, and the houſehold of Stephanus. | 


As Paul's eyes were then open to ſee the gift 
of God in himſelf, ſo his work was to open 


in the eyes of others, that they might ſee the gift 
Ks of God in themſelves alſo. 

| 4 Thoſe Heathens had, as every man that com- 
de eth into the world hath, an inward light, that 
S ewed them, as it ſheweth us, what 1s right, 


and what is wrong ; what is juſt, and what is 
njuſt : though in their ignorance they might 
have as little regard thereunto as any of us now 
Wave. 


I As the kingdom of heaven conſiſteth of righ- | 
2 „ Paul's work was to reduce thoſe peo- 
ple to a righteous life and heavenly converſati- 
Fn. And what better foundation could any 
man lay, in order to a righteous life, than a 
ight in ourſclves, that ſhines continually, ma- 


16 


nifeſting every unrighteous tion. A guide 


that, truly followed, will lead unto God, from 
whom, by unrighteous living, all men depart. 
This, Paul experienced ; and his experiences 
made him an able miniiter, capable of preach- 
ing without book or ſtudy, and confidently to 
affirm unto the Galatians, that their way to a 
righteous life, was to walk in the wt. 3 
to keep to this guide. 


- And thus have I fliewn how Paul came to 


be a goſpel miniſter: and now I thall ſhew what 4 
the people were, to whom he wrote his epiſtles. 


The Romans and Galatians, before their con- 


. verſion, were called Heathens, for they knew 


not the true God, but worſhipped dumb idols. 


A people that lived, as too many now do, in 
all manner of ungodlineſs, walking, as Paul 


told the Epheſians, according to the prince of the 
Power of the air ; but being turned from their 
darkneſs, became acquainted with this true 
light, which never conſented to any Urge” 
ous action. 


To this light many of thoſe Heathens turn- 
ed, taking it for their guide, and confiding 
therein as a ſure foundation; which was true 
faith in him who was given for a light to the 


Gentiles, and one in nature with the faith of 


Abraham, 


* 
I dis people became convineed, though mas 
ny of us are not, that after they were turned 
unto the Lord, they had a race to run. As 


F from God and godlineſs they had departed, ' fo 


to God and godlineſs they were to return.— 
They did not content themſelves, as too many 
of us do, with a chriſtian name; but following 
tis leader, they walked in newneſs of life, ſo- 
der, righteous, and godly, which Paul com- 
mended, telling the Galatians that they run 
well; and we ſhould run well alſo, if we run 
YT the like race ; growing, from day to day, more 
juſt, more upright, more honeſt, more faithful, 
and more circumſpect: which cannot be expect- 
A ed until we take their guide for our leader. 


But the churches of Galatia, being at that 
time, as Paul called them, little children, a peo- 
ple of ſmall growth in the knowledge of the 
myſtery of godlineſs, were by ſome, whom Paul 
wiſhed cut off, perſuaded, as many now are, 
that an upright, ſober, godly life, and blame- 
Teſs converſation, was not enough; but they 
muſt be alſo in the exerciſe of ſome outward 
worſhip; and the Jews' religion carrying the 
greateit ſhew of godlineſs, they were perſuaded 
o imitate their cuſtoms and obſervations. 


But Paul, having experienced the inſuffici- 
ency of outward ſervices to change men's na- 
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tures, and reduce them to a \ righteous life, told 
the Galatians, That if they were circumciſed, 
Chriſt ſhould. profit. them nothing. If they went 
from an inward guide, to reſt, as the zealous 
Phariſees did, on outward performances, he tha: 3 
was given for a light and a leader, would not 
be their light, nor their leader. And, indeed, 
nothing is more evident; for if Chriſt be the 
way, it walking by the Spirit be the means, by 
which we muſt mortify ſin, and come to a'righ- | 
teous life; whoſoever goeth from this way, who- |: 
ſoever flighteth this means, hath no more be- 

nefit by Chriſt, than a traveller that forſaketh 
his guide hath from his guide, in order to a 
righteous, godly life. 


As Chriſt is a quickening foirit, it muſt be 
by following him in his ſpiritual manifeſtati- 
ons, that a righteous life is recovered; nothing 
leſs can change our natures, and make us new 
creatures; and until we are new Creatures, our 
converſations cannot be in heaven, 


So the epiſtles of Paul were written to a peo- 
ple who were on their journey from death to 
fe; they were come out of Egypt, but not 
come to the promiſed land; they were turned 
from their darkneſs, and had their faces Sion- 
ward, but, were not come to the New Jeruſa- 
lem, the city of God; they bad begun in the 
Spirit, but were not come to the true worſhip | 


19 
in ſpirit; they had received Chriſt, but were 
} Jo rooted and grounded in Chriſt : and to per- 
fect what was begun, the apoſtle put them of 
nothing but this, Wall in the Spirit : keep to 
our inward guide, the light of righteouſneſs, 
for it is that alone that can raiſe the ſons and 
q, daughters of men from their fall, and e 
them to a life of righteouſneſs, 
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5 1 The third thing to be deren 18, 5 
NE the apoſtle calls fleſh and N and warnen 
5 7958 vw after them in 
th ] Tr iS evident, that fleſh. and ſpi leit are Ke 
2 leaders, 85 otherwiſe we could not ah. after them; L 
and if leaders, our viſible parts muſt be follow- 
be ers, bringing forth in our words and deeds 
ti. what is in our hearts, or conceived in our 
ng minds: for every deed hath firſt a thought, ei- 
xy ther good or evil; Evil thoughts ariſe from 
ur that which Paul called fleſh: good thoughts 
proceed from that which he called ſpirit. So 
then fleſh and ſpirit is a root of evil, and a 4 
585 ppring of 2 in ourſelves. | 
to | 
\ot WM F rom the Ac. proceed all . motions as 
= lead unto vice: from the Spirit proceed ſuch: 
\n. doubts as we find in ourſelves of yielding there- 
be” _ and all the rebukes that follow us when 
the ve have ſutfered the enemy to prevail « over wy 
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and thoſe rebukes are in love unto us, as our 
rebukes are in love to our children, that they 
may ſtand in awe,. and not offend. 


As oft as we yield to evil motions, we give 
place to the devil ; and whoſoever yields to one *F 
evil motion, ſhall have another of the ſame ® 

kind; and thé oftener we yield, the more 
ground he hath in us, and the more power he 
comes to have over us. And all the refuge 
that any man hath to fly unto, when evil mo- 
tions ariſe, is that in his own heart, that Paul 
calls the Spirit, for that will not conſent to any 
evil deed ; and whoſoever keeps cloſe to that, | 
keeps cloſe to God; they abide with their guide, 
and walk in the Spirit. | 


The converted Heathens 8 this rule; 
they took the eternal Spirit of Chriſt in them- 
ſelves for their guide; they confided therein, 
and became followers thereof; and that brought 
them to be a holy nation, and a peculiar people. 
And we ſhould be the ſame, did we turn to this | 
eternal Spirit in our own hearts, and order our 
converſations according to the leadings and | 
guidings thereof; for keeping to this, we 
thonld not fulfil the deeds of the fleſh. YH 

The fourth thing to be conſidered is, aka 7 
the Apoſtle intended by theſe words, die and | 


troe. 
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ur Certainly he did not, by the word die, in- 
9 tend a ceſſation of their mortal lives, for ſuch 
a dying, in the Lord's appointed time, is cont- 
mon to all men; they that live after the Spi- 
FT rit, as well as they who walk after the fleſh, 
b muſt go down into the grave. 


But the dying that the Apoſtle intended, was 
ne a2 decay of our inward life, a dying unto righ- 
teouſneſs; which few in our preſent age take 


88 1 1 
- notice of: ſuch a dying as the firſt man Adam 


ul died, when he fell from the government of the 
eternal Spirit, which was man's firſt ſtate; or 
t, ſuch a dy ing as the houſe of Iſrael died, when 
they ſtuck to outward obſervations, flighting 
| juſtice, mercy, and an humble walking with 


their God. 


Fan i wink the fleſh, living in the | 
practice of any known ſin, depart further from 
God, and come to have leſs life, leſs light, leſs 
grace, Jeſs fear of offending God, and i injuring 
| their neighbours; as we may ſee by men's con- 
verſations. And this decreaſe is a dying unts 
WE righteouſneſs, 


= And as they that live after the fleſh, have 
Y | leſs life, leſs light, leſs grace, leſs fear; ſo ſuch 

as walk after the Spirit, doing ſuch things as 
| are upright, honeſt, and of good report, from 
a principle, in their own hearts, find an in- 
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creaſe ; they come to have more life, more 
light, more grace, more fear of offending God, 


or their neighbour : and this increaſe is a liv- 7 


ing unto righteouſneſs. As the one goes fur- 
ther from, ſo the other draws nearer 1 boy 
kingdom of heaven. 


Had we not in ourſelves” ſpirit, as well as 
fle ſn; light, as well as darkneſs; a conductor 
in the way of life and ſalvation, as well as a 
leader in the paths of deſtruction ; we might 
lay the loſs of life, and all the cploantties hat 


{in brings, on Adam's ſcore, or on the account 


of the wicked one, from whom all wicked mo- 


tions cen. 


Paul was an expert doctor in divinity; he 
knew what corrupted the ſons and daughters of 
men, and from whence all the ungodlinefs that 
is in the world doth ariſe; and to | cleanſe, to 
purge, to purify, to make Heathens become 
tound Chriſtians, and ſinners become ſaints, 
_ deſcribes no other means but this, Mall in the 
Spirit. For as we keep to this, we ſhall learn, 
as the converted Heathens did, not only to de- 
ny ungodlineſs, but alſo to live godly in this 
preſent world. 


But if we reſt, as the zealous Phariſees did; 
in outward performances, accounting ourſelves 
righteous becauſe we have, as we are perſuad- 


Ar. ſo: . « % 8 . "Is Ht” 2 
8 AN N F . 10 4 N 
EE HS oo I ee a dE ; . 
x * o FR A 77 $a - *” dS 36 hes 5 ey 
ES cab oth ah AER carve ee inte 3 W 


XLS 
8 
"pf 


23 

ed, a right form of godlineſs, and make no uſt 
pof the aforeſaid means; though we have as 
great a zeal for our forms of godlineſs, as ever 
Paul had for the Jews' religion, it will profit 


us no more than circumeiſion would have pro- 
XZ fited the Galatians. | 


6. | We have had much 1 and teaching; ; 
the joys of heaven promiſed to them that did 
Ewell; the torments of hell threatened to them 
that did ill; but have theſe promiſes and threa- 
tenings made us a holy nation, and a peculiar 
people, exceeding all others for juſtice, equity, 
truth, and faithfulneſs ? Have all the exhorta- 
tions that we have had, enabled us to mortify 
the body of ſin, which is the cauſe of ungodli- 
gneſs? Are we thereby tranſlated, as the Hea- 
chens were, out of the region of darkneſs into 
dat the kingdom of the dear Son of God, ſo as to 
have our converſations in heaven, whilſt our 
bodies are on earth? Can we ſay, Old things 
are done away, all exalted. thoughts, all covetous 
inclinations, all wrath and bitterneſs; and 


ts, 


the 


* theſe new things come in their places, humi- 
bis lity, meekneſs, temperance, ſelf-denial, with 


unfeigned love to God and our neighbour? Can 
e ſay, There was a time in which fin had 
ach dominion. over us, that we could not re- 
frain from fulfilling the luſts of the fleſh ; but 
ow we are ſo limited: by the eternal Spirity 
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that we muſt be temperate, we muſt be ſober 
and vigilant, we muſt be juſt, upright, and 
faithful in word and deed. If this be our ſtate, 
we are, as the primitive Chriſtians were at 
their full attainments, dead unto fin, and alive 
unto righteouſneſs : built upon the ſame rock as 
they were. But if we are not come to this, it 
would be our wiſdom to turn to the Lord, as 
they did, and build on the ſame foundation 

that they built upon, The true light that en- 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world, 
that we may come to be acquainted with the | 
eternal Spirit, as they were, and have a guide 
and leader in the paths of godlineſs, as they 
had; for it is by and through the aſſiſtance of 
the eternal Spirit of Jeſus in our own hearts, 
that our corruptions muſt be purged out, and 
our inſides made clean. For as our walking 
after the fleſh made all wounds; ſo it muſt be 
our walking after the Spirit that mult heal all 
wounds: as our living after the fieſh was the | 
growth of our unrighteouſneſs ; ſo by walking 
after the Spirit we mortify ſin, and recover a 
life of righteouſneſs. ; 


r 


Paul ſpoke from a good underſtanding, when MR 
he told the Romans, That which may be baum 
of God tis manijeſt within; there he had his 
knowledge in the myſteries of — what- | 
ever he preached, whatever he wrote, the ſprivg | 


25 
das in himſelf. He knew no more of the ope- 


er 
nd ration of inward and ſpiritual grace than one of 
te, us, 'till he came to have his eyes inward, and 
at to walk in the Spirit; and fo he recommended 


to the churches what he had experienced. 


Many can talk of redemption, juſtification, 


it | 
as ſanctification, and ſalvation by Chriſt ; but he 
on is a Chriſtian who is a witneſs of ſuch things 
„ wrought in himſelf, Such may properly be 
4, called learned men: they know what it is to 
he riſe, what it is to die, and what it is to live; 
de what they are redeemed and ſaved TOs and by 
ey 3 what means. 
of XZ The fifth thing to be conſidered is, how the 
ts, ſons and daughters of men may, through the 
oy Spirit, mortify the deeds of the body. 
N But firſt, we will conſider, what deeds of the 
all body are to be mortified ; which, in general, 
the Ware theſe: as an evil ſpirit in man is the root 
ng Pof all evil deeds, fo every deed that proceeds 
- 3 from that root is to be mortified : and nothing 
can manifeſt ſuch deeds, giving us a tide ſight 
thereof, but the Spirit of the Lord, or light of 
en ſrighteouſneſs in our own hearts, as it comes 
8 to ſhine in brightneſs. 
at⸗ To know what deeds are to be mortified in 
ng all our attempts and undertakings, let us look 
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parts: for if we have truth in our hearts, equi- 
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to our ends therein; if we have nothing in our 
eye but juſtice, equity, honeſty, and plain deal- 
ings, we may go on with ſafety; but if ſelf be 
the moving cauſe, if we have not an eye to our 1 
neighbour's intereſt as well as our own, pretend 
what we will, ſuch deeds proceed from an evi!“ 
root, and are to be denied; and in denying 
them, they come to be mortified. And what 
can manifeſt our ends in every action? Not 
books, nor preachers; but the Spirit of the 
Lord, which is an inward light. - 1 


But we do not find that Paul directly charg- © 
ed the Galatians with any manner of looſe liv- 
ing, but with their ob/erving days and times: 
and what harm could there be in that ? 5 


Though the Galatians might ſee none, Paul 1 
ſaw much, otherwiſe he would not have aſked 
them, HYho had bewitched them? They had be- 
gun in the Spirit; they had walked, for a ſea- 
fon, after an inward guide, which is the only 
leader to ſuch a life of righteouſneſs as the 
Lord, in all ages, required of the ſons and 
daughters of men; which was not a form of 
godlineſs without life, but truth in their inward 


ty will be performed by our hands. 


And to this Paul knew they could never come | 
by imitating an outward worſhip, much leſs by 
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BH obſerving days and times (which in our preſent 
1 age is become the nurſery of vice), and ſo 
counted it deeds of the fleſh ; reaſoning thus 
EZ with them, Are ye ſo fooliſh, having begun in the 


Spirit, are ye made perfect by the fleſh *® Which 
is all one as to ſay, Are ye ſo void of under- 
E ſtanding, having begun to walk in newneſs of 

ary life, do you think to come to ſuch perfection 
"i Jas to have your converſation in heaven whilſt 
living on the earth, by going back to the per- 
"I formance of outward ſerviths * This perſuaſion, 
ſaid he, 7s not of him that called you. And if it 
was not of God, it muſt be from the old de- 
ceiver; and many have been ſince deceived 
thereby, perſuading themſelves, that godlineſs 
conſiſteth in that which is called (but is not) 
true devotion, and not in a well ordered con- 
verſation; and fo live in pride, covetouſneſs, 
envy, and many other things, which are really 
dceds of the fleſh ; and never come ſo far as to 


ty XZ mind a tranflation out of the kingdom of dark- 
the WE neſs, to live under the government of the eter- 
ind ; 4 nal Spirit. 

f | N 85 
ard | Man's fall was not from any outward religi- 


on or form of godlineſs, but from a life of 
E righteouſneſs : from a ſtate in which huſband, 
wife, parents, children, maſters, ſervants, and 
all other re OP" would have known their 
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fall, return unto God, live under his govern- 


half as much as I have mentioned. The pro- 
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place and duty, and been found therein: from 
a ſtate in which the creatures, that God hath. 
given for man's uſe, would have been uſed, 
and none of them, through exceſs, waſted or 
abuſed : from a ſtate in which truth would have 
been found in our words, and equity in all our 
deeds : from a ſtate in which the will of God 
would have been done on earth, as it is done 
in heaven, and the great God by us glorified, 
and not diſhonoured. From this ſtate, through 
the entrance and growth of ſin, the ſons and 
daughters of men are departed ; to this ſtate 
the primitive Chriſtians, through the mortifi- 
cation of ſin, returned. 


This was- the life that the firſt Adam loſt : 
this is the life that the ſecond Adam came to 
recover. As many as have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and become followers thereof, riſe from their 


ment, and become witneſſes of this life reſtored. 


When I have looked upon that called the 
book of divine ſervice, I have found as good 
words therein as could be collected out of the 
ſcriptures : not one to be admitted into the 
caurch without fecurity, promiſing in their be- 


miſes therein contained, were they but truly 

performed, would make us a holy nation, no 

way behind the chiefeſt of ſaints. For thoſe 
1 | / 
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m bat roſe higheſt, roſe no higher than to walk 
th | in God's commands all the days of their lives. 


But it is rare to find one man that performs 
hat covenant, and the reaſon is this; we ſay 


we ; | | 
of he ſcriptures are our rule, but we keep not 
u 

: hereunto. Paul's advice is not followed, we 


do not walk in the Spirit: which if we did, the 
light of righteouſneſs in our own hearts would 
ſhew us the riſings of evil motions, and what 

hey lead to; and that is the time to for/ake the 
evil and all his works, with all worldly vanities 
nd finful Iufis : for if we deny evil motions, 
Ave ſhall never be found in evil actions; and 
ntil we depart from evil, we cannot do the 
hings that are good. Sin muſt be mortified 
before we van lead a righteous life: the works 
pf the devil muſt be denied before the com- 
Wands of our God can be walked in, one day, 
uch leſs all the days of our lives. 


And this Paul experienced, which made him 
ith great confidence to ſay, /Yalk in the Spi- 


od t, and ye ſhall not fulfil the Iufis of the fieſh. 
he For if we deny and turn from every motion 
he hat the light of righteouſneſs in our own hearts 


INews us to be evil, we ſhall not fulfil them, 
Þut ſhall mortify the root from whence they 


Priſe: for that which is not fed, in time comes 
0 die, | | 
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under his government: this is the kingdom 


hand: this is the kingdom that the diſciples of ® 3 


in their hearts, the ſons and daughters of men 
are limited from doing any unrighteous thing. 


ty are perſuaded, that though they are unright- 


be in heaven, if truth be in our mouths, and 3 
equity performed by our hands, we ſhall live, | 


| 1 of the body ? 


By this the converted Heathens came to be 
a holy. nation: this is the way to be citizens 
of the New Jeruſalem : by this means the Co- 4 
loſſians were, and we may be, tranſlated into 
the kingdom of the dear Son of God, to live 


that John the Baptiſt proclaimed to be then at 


Chriſt were to pray for the coming of: this is, 
the kingdom that conſiſteth of righteouſneſs, 
and ſtandeth in power : this is -the kingdom BY 
that all believers are firſt to ſeek : for under 
the government of the eternal Spirit of Jeſu: 


Many of the preſent profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 3 


eous in their lives, yet being in the exerciſe of 
ſomething called religion, it ſhall go well with 
them. But the living Lord doth not take no- 
tice what religion we are of, but what leader 
we follow; for let our religion be what it will, 
if we live after the fleſh, we ſhall die. And 
though little appears that is called religion, i 
we walk after the Spirit, if our converſation 


But who are capable of walking after the Spi- 
rit, and through the Spirit, of mortifying the 


N 
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We may find many, even amongſt us, who 


Fear the name of Chriſtians, that, through a 
perſeverance in evil doing, are become dead in 
Fin, having no ſenſe or feeling of any thing in 
*Mhcmſclves that is of God: and ſuch as have 
Fo acquaintance with the Spirit, cannot walk 
Heer the Spirit. 


Others there are who are not-dead, but dy- 


ing; they have both ſenſe and feeling; they 
Have that in themſelves that would lead them 
o better things than they practiſe, but have 
ittle or no regard thereunto ; they take it not 
for their guide; and whilſt they ſlight that in 
hemſelves which manifeſts the deeds of the bo- 
Wy, they can in no wiſe mortify them. 


But ſome may be found who are weary of 


Meir fins, and burthened with their iniquities, 
Saving in themſelves a hunger and thirſt after 
Fighteouſneſs ; and all ſuch are living people, 


Ind capable, through the Spirit, of en 


e deeds of the body. 


Satisfied J am, that in our preſent age, ma- 


y have been awakened from the ſleep of fin, 
Ind have had in themſelves a true hunger and 
Mirſt after righteouſneſs ; but being awakened 
an outward miniitry, from that, they ex- 


ected to have their hunger and thirſt ſatiſ- 
„ 1 
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Many may be awakened with, but they are | 


not quickened by, an outward miniſtry ; It i, 
as Jeſus ſaid, the Spirit that quickeneth ; and 
what can raiſe life, but that which giveth life? F 


What can ſatisfy a ſoul that thirſteth after I 
righteouſneſs, but thawwhich is in very truth 


the ſpring of righteouſneſs ? It is in ourſelves 


the well is to be found, that whoſoever drink- 5 
eth thereof ſhall never thirſt; there is the ſpring I 
that floweth up unto everlaſting life. 2 


z- 


As the kingdom of heaven ſtands not in 
words, but in power; ſo it is not words, 1 
but the power of God that can mortify the A 
deeds of the body, change our nature, and make 


us new creatures. 


Would words fill us with righteouſneſs, jul- 
tice, truth, equity, and faithfulneſs, we ſhould 'F 
have been a holy nation long ſince ; for there 
hath been no want of words, but there is (till 
want of equity and faithfulneſs in mens' deeds. 


Could good words reduce hearers to a right- 
_eous life, inſtead of ſaying, Walk in the Spirit, 
Paul would have ſaid to the Galatians, Heark- 
en to your miniſter : he would have had no 
need to have recommended unto them an in- 
ward guide. Paul's experience evidenced untof 


him, that it was not by hearing of words, but 


through his obedience to the law of the Spirit, 


© | 33 

4 hat he came to mortify the deeds of the body, 
a nd lead a righteous life : and what he found 
to be effectual in himſelf, that he recommend- 
y T: to the churches. 


Words, though ever ſo numerous, may be 
Forgot, they do not abide ; but the eternal Spi- 
Fit abides, that is the teacher that can never be 
emoned into a corner. The uſe of words, in 
the work of ſalvation, is to'awaken ſuch who 
Are aſleep in fin, and to turn them, as Paul 
in Furned the Heathens, to an inward guide; and 
For admonition, whilſt they are on their j jour- 


8, 

he hey, to keep with their guide. 

Ke 5 Had ſuch, who hungered and thirſted after 
Fighteouſneſs, preſſed after what they hungered 

{- Wor ; had they acquainted themſelves with the 

14 Eternal Spirit, that begot thofe deſires, and fol- 


: owed the leading thereof, it would have root- 


FE 13 
ill 4 out pride and all ſelfiſnneſs; it would have 
s. Weduced them to an humble, lowly, meek, pa- 


Wicnt, peaceable frame, to keep their promiſes, 
Wo be juſt in all their dealings, to do the thing 
hat was right at all times; and this would 
ave removed their burden, and given them 
eſt and peace. 


If we would be as the primitive Chriſtians 


to 
ut ere, we muſt begin where they did; we muſt 
it, 2 
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turn to the light of righteouſneſs in our o. 
hearts, and walk in that light until we becom 
children of the light; we muſt walk in the ju 
man's path by the guidings thereof, till 11800 
eouſneſs becomes our centre. This made " ; 
primitive Chriſtians a religious people indecd i 

by this they profited ; otherwiſe the blind, ig 

norant Heathens, could not have come to 3 . 
fellow- citizens with ſaints, and of the houſe 1 


uy of of God. | 7 Mt: I 


heard the voice of the eternal Spirit, as "oft'd = 
they ſtrayed from juſtice, equity, and faithful =. 
neſs: and to this voice Chriſtians ought to inf 
cline their ear; for, under the new covenant 
God doth ſpeak unto his people by his Soul 
through the eternal Spirit in their hearts. Ri 


The firſt ſtep to a life of righteouſneſs, is i * 
acquaint ourſelves with that in our own heart 
that reproves us for unrighteouſneſs ; for unt, 
we come to this, we are ſtrangers to the founſi 
dation of a right converſation : for all build 
ing, all journeying, all riſing, all alen 
near to the kingdom of God, depends on ou 
denying, turning from, and utterly torſaking 
what the light of righteouſneſs in our ow. 
hearts doth convi& us of, and reprove us for] 


for by ſuch denials the deeds of the body conf 
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de mortified. As we make this our con- 
ern, and are faithful therein, our light ſhines 
D ore and more; and the more light we have, 
9 e greater diſcovery it makes of what is evil, 
Phat is to be denied, turned from, and forſak- 
in; and guiding our ſteps by this, we build 
„In the true foundation, we walk in the living 
Fay, we grow in grace and the knowledge of 
hriſt, and draw nearer and nearer to his king- 
J om and righteous government; and all power 
felt in a righteous life. 


This was the advice of Chriſt, Strive to en- 
ii at the ſtrait gate: teſtifying, that the w ay 
4 o eternal life was narrow; and what is this 
rait gate, and narrow way? Not ſelf. intereſt, 
Dor yet elf. righteouſneſs. 


W S$clf-intereſt is the root of all covetous prac- 
ices, fraudulent dealings, and unjuſt actions. 
Pelf. righteouſneſs is the root of all formality 
Ind contention about religion, of which there 
Path been, and ſtill is, too much in the Chriſ- 
ian world, perſecuting one another, as the un- 
onverted Heathens did the primitive converts. 


Neither of theſe paths lead to that kingdom 

hat conſiſts of righteouſneſs and peace. Had 

he converted Heathens walked in theſe paths, 

hey would not have been a holy nation; their 
HE 2E 


35. 
converſations would have been in the earth, = | 
not in heaven. But the ſtrait gate, and nac. 
row way, that leads to a righteous life, is ſelf 
denial ; a denying of every thing, the ſinallet 
concern, as well as things that ſeem weighty, 
proceeding from an evil root ; which nothing 
can manifeſt but an inward light, ſhining in 
its brightneſs. But with ſorrow may we ſay, 
It is rare to find one amongſt many, who lives I | 
in the practice of what he himſelf acknowledsg: 1 
eth to be right. Who is there but will con- 
feſs, that to ſpeak the truth on all occaſions is 1 
a right thing? Who is there but will allow, 
that to keep every promiſe, though it be to out 
hurt, is an honeſt thing? Who is there but 2 
will grant, that to do unto all men as we 8 
would be done by, is a juſt thing? Yet few 
live in the practice thereof; and if we do not 
live in the practice of what we know to be 
right, what doth our knowledge profit us?} 4 
We may, as Iſrael in the wilderneſs did, by z 
moving; but unleſs we walk in the narrow 
way, we can never come to a righteous life. | 


And ſo, if we do not wilfully ſhut our eyes, 
we may plainly ſee, that the way to a righte- 
ons life, is to walk in the Spirit; to follow the 
teadings of an inward guide; to deny and turn 
from what the light of righteouſneſs in out 
own hearts manifeſts unto us to be unrighteous, 
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Y wiljal, or diſhoneſt. Ry” by turniug from 
evil, we come to embrace the good; by for- 
3 faking vice, we come to be filled with virtue; 
by dying unto ſin, we come to be made alive 
2 unto righteouſneſs ; truth, equity, and honeſty, 
come to be uppermoſt, and we come to centre 
there. And to ſuch, as Paul ſaid, There is no 
=X condemnation ; they have the anſwer of a good 


IF conſcience; peace with God, and peace in 


1 themſelves; peace whilſt they are —_— and 
peace when they go —— ä 


5 
'CONSIDERATIONS, 


GROUNDED ON THE FOREGOING. 
. DISCOURSE. | 


A N was made, as many will acknow- I 
ledge, to glorify God, and to do his will 1 


on earth: and that man might be capable of 
ſerving his Creator, according to his will, God i 
gave him a meaſure of his good Spirit for an 6 | 
inſtrutor ; ſo that there was in man, as he 


was firſt created, much of God, much humili- 
ty and meekneſs, much truth and faithfulneſs, 
much heavenly wiſdom and underſtanding. 1 


This eternal Spirit was to be man's head 
and leader, man's guide and inſtructor, in the 


paths of righteouſneſs. On this Spirit man Wl 
was to fix his eye; to this Spirit man was to 
incline his ear; by this Spirit man was to be 
governed; and ſo following this guide, this 
leader, and this inſtructor, man would have 


been capable of governing himſelf, and the 1 
creation oyer which he was made lord, accord- | 
ing to the will of God. 


Did mankind Hub under the government of 
this eternal Spirit, we ſhould all bear the image 
of God; we ſhould be all godly, bumble, lowly, 


EN. Hr 
3 
3 


and faithful; right in all our ways, and juſt 


- I» 


eek, mercitul, patient, peaceable, upright, 


in all our works. 


But man, not keeping with this 3 dit 


obeys the command of his Maker; and by 


yielding himſelf ſervant to another maſter, ano- 


| ther. ſpirit enters, as Contrary in nature as 


W darkneſs is to light: and as many as follow 


| this leader ſerve not the God of heaven, but 


the god of this world : for every man is a fer- 


| vant to whom he obeys. 


Now we being all the offspring of Adam in 


his fallen ſtate, bear his likeneſs 3 we have all 


I in ourſelves, good and evil, a ſeed of grace, 


and a ſeed of ſin, called in ſcripture, light and 
darkneſs, fleſh and ſpirit, the old man and new 
man, according to the growth of the ſeed in 


us, and the dominion that they come to have 
over us; for as there is a difference between a 


feed and an herb, a plant and a tree, a child 


and a man; ſo there is a difference in grace, 
and alſo in ſin : according to its growth in us, 
ſo is the ſtrength thereof felt by us, and the 


names given in ſcripture are anſwerable thereto. 


For though we have all a ſeed of fin in us, 
we are not over-maſtered therewith, nor capti- 


W vated thereby, as ſoon as we are born: it muſt 
have a time to ſpring and grow in us, before 
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it comes to have dominion over us. And 10 
may ſay the ſame of the ſeed of grace, for it 
is alſo of a growing kind: otherwiſe the king- | 2 


dom of heaven, or government of Chriſt in the. 1 
hearts of his people, would not have been com- 
pared to the ſeed of muſtard, which, though it | | 


5 5 1 


I > 

1 1 
 \ | 
3 


be but ſmall when it is ſown, yet through the 


ſpringing and growth chereof, comes to be of a 


high ſtature. 


— 


We may find many in the world who are 
_ notoriouſly wicked, and much more wicked | 1 
would they appear, were they not limited by AJ 


an outward law: theſe were not ſo born; it 


is the growth of fin, and the dominion that it 3 | 
comes to have over men, that makes them no- 3 ; 
toriouſly wicked; for the ſeed of fin, as it 
comes' to full roteth f in any of the ſons and 
daughters of men, converts them into its own 
nature, by which they come to be habitually 1 


active in wickedneſs. 


This was the devil's aim in e s fall, but » | 
his deſign being not then fully effected, he hath 
followed in all ages of the world, and at thi: 
day doth follow, the ſons and daughters of men, 
putting in their minds evil motions attended Wi 
with various temptations, diſplaying falſe co- 
lours, and putting a more beautiful gloſs on 


things forbidden, than fallen men can ſee in 
paths of righteouſneſs. And all his evil moti- 
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| | ons, temptations, baits, ſnares, lures, and falſe 
- it colours, are to effect his firſt deſign, that we 
being taken therewith, and led away thereby, 
might forget God, and cauſe him to take his 
Holy Spirit from us; for till then, the god ot 
it this world can call no man his own ; we may 
8 be his captives, but he hath not the whole do- 

minion over us. 


= In our preſent age, light * a law with- 
in, ſpirit within, Chriſt within, is the ſcoffing 
ed of ſome, and little regarded by many: but 
by whether they know it or not, I mult tell them, 
it they ſcoff and flight the chiefeſt treaſure that 
it Jever the ſoul of any man was poſſeſſed of ; they 
o. light the talent that God hath given to every 
it man to improve, in order to their riſing from 
nd their fall, and returning to their native coun- 
entry, to live under the government of the eter- 
nal Spirit. Whoſoever is without Spirit and 
Fight within, is without God in the world. 
Fake away this treaſure, and we ſhall have 
nothing in us that is good: we ſhall be left 
tu quite graceleſs. 


We read aden he * Eſau, who were lively f fi- 
eures of theſe two ſeeds in man, how they ſtrug- 
gled whilſt they were in the womb of Rebecca. 


And as there was a ſtruggling between the 
ſeed of two nations in the womb of Rebec- 
P 
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ea; ip there is a ſtruggling between the ſecd off 
two kingdoms in every man, which ſhall 


riſe to rule in us, and to have the whole do- ö 


minion over us. 


innocent; though we have a ſeed of lin in us, 

we are not actual ſinners, until we yield to 
ſome ſinful motion ' proceeding therefrom ; 
which the devil knows, though many are of 
another perſuaſion. And that the feed which 
he hath ſown may ſpring and grow, that an 
evil ſpirit may come to have the rule in us, he 
begins to ſtruggle betimes, before we well know 
the right hand from the left: and where vice 


is not kept down by careful parents, or guardi- 

ans, it quickly gets head; and ſuch may ſay, 
as many do, That there is no god thing in us. 
For, through the ſpeedy growth of that which Wl 
is evil, they never have any acquaintance with 
that which is good, except inward rebukes, 
which few will acknowledge to be of God. 


For as weeds left to grow in a garden over- Wi 
ſhadow and keep down herbs, ſo that they can- 
not grow; ſo doth vice ſuppreſs virtue, ani 
make God's creation ſuch ſtrangers to their 
Creator, that though in him they live, move, 
and have their being, yet they are without 


ſenſe or fecling of his preſence. 


* 
$7 


| . | 55 
As we are born into the world, we are all 
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And as all evil motions that lead unto ſin, 


all baits, ſnares, and lures, that we meet with 
in the courſe of our lives, are the ſtrugglings 


2nd ſtrivings of the evil ſeed; ſo all calls that 
we find in ourſelves for juſtice, equity, honeſ- 


BY truth, and faithfulneſs, with all inward 
1 Geck s, rebukes, and convictions, are the ſtrug- 


glings and ſtrivings of the good ſeed: for if 


theſe things are hearkened unto, obeyed, fol- 
lowed after, and lived in, they keep down the 
"oY growth « of vice; ſo that though we have a root 
of ſin in us, it remains powerleſs ; it doth not 
WE rile and come to reign Over us. 


In. which ſuppreſſing of vice, in order to the 


growth of virtue, parents and guardians ought 
to be much concerned: for as the wicked one 
takes the advantage of our childhood, to make 
us commit evil, before we have any acquaint- 
ance with that which is good; parents and 
guardians, like faithful weeders, ſhould eye, 


ſuppreſs, keep down, and uſe all endeavours to 
root out every vice as ſoon as it appears, till 


| grace grows, and a right ſpirit comes to reign 
in them, and have the rule over them. 


But this is our preſent ſtate: as Eſau by his 


ir ſtruggling came to be the firſt-born in days 


paſt; fo iniquity, through the early riſing of 
the ſubtle ſerpent, 1s the firſt-born ſtill. And 


F2 


% 
. 
4 


þ 
N, 
3-4 

4A 
= 
4 
— 1 
N 

i 
| 
» 5 

1 
7 * 4 
. 
* $8 
„. 
is ; 

. 

4 

4 1 


and the vanities tak; than the kingdom " 


thus it will be whilſt the firſt-born 1s uppermoſt. 


planted ; if we would have that which ſtrive 


_ goodneſs, made powerleſs; if we would have | 
that ſuppreſſed, which continually labours to 


makes us incapable of glorifying God in our 
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though moſt parents, in the Chriſtian world 
are Careful to provide weeders betimes, almoſt 
as ſoon as a child is born, yet few weeds do 
they root up; and many parents none at all; 

by which great neglect, moſt children come to 
be wild, ſtubborn, ſelf-willed, diſcbedient to 
parents, and very ungodly in their lives. But 
the ground of all ungodlineſs is the growth of 
that ſeed which the wicked one ſowed. Andi 1 
how may vice be brought down when it is come 
to a head? Not by parents, not by guardian 
not by ſureties, and J may fay, not by preach-i 
ers: but as it was Jacob that ſupplanted E. fav, 
ſo it muſt be grace that muſt ſupplant ſin. We 
ſee, notwithſtanding all preaching, more price 
and haughtineſs, than humility and mee kneſs; 3 
more fraudulent dealing and contentious prac-i 
tices, than ſelf-denial; more ſeeking the world 


heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof. Andi 
And if we would have the firſt-born ſup- 


to deprive us of life, light, and grace, and all 


make us ſervants to ſin, and bond-flaves to ſa-i 
tan; if we would ſee the death of that which 


ay - 

Fives; if we would be, as the primitive Chriſ- 
tians were, delivered from the power of dark- 
cs, and tranſlated into the kingdom of the 
near Son of God, to live under the government 
Pf his eternal Spirit, which was man's firſt 
Iſtate; let us conſider, how that which hinders | 
eame to riſe, and by what, means it may be 
3 d rought down. 


have ſaid, and fay again, that it is not the 
3 indwelling, but the growth, of an evil ſeed, 
mat makes the ſons and daughters of men 
3 proud, haughty, high-minded, envious, cruel, 
mercileſs, fraudulent, and ungodly ; darkening 
their underſtandings, and making them ſtrang- 
ers to the gift of God in themſelves. And the 
"= growth of. this evil ſeed, ſtands in our often 
WT yielding to ſuch evil motions as proceed there- 
from, and that, the ſubtle ſerpent knows; and 
ve may know it alſo, from the manifold temp- 
Nations we have thereunto, een where he 
finds them to be effectual. 


Who ever yielded to any evil motion, com- 
W mitting ſin, and taking pleaſure therein, that 
WT hath not been tempted again to the ſame thing? 
Or who is there that doth not know, that the 
oftener we yield to any temptation, the ſtrong- 
er our temptations are, and the harder to be 
denied? And by every yielding, this ſin riſeth, 
and comes to have more power over us. 
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And if it be by our yielding to evil motion 
4500 the evil ſpirit riſeth, and comes to harf J 
power over us, it muſt be by denying evil mol 
tions that he mult be Wophntes, and mad 

powerleſs in us, 


Whoſoever will be a follower of Chil 
muſt firſt learn to deny himſelf. We muff : 
turn from whatſoever the eternal light in ouff 1 

.own hearts ſhews us to be ſelfiſh, though i 
may ſeem ever ſo much to our eee 
and by denying ourſelves, we ſhall abundant\i 
deny the author of all evil motions, * 


Pride, pleaſure, and unrighteous gain, ar 
baits that have caught many; all which, vio 
many other things, we muſt deny and tin 
from, if we will be followers of Chriſt in 
righteous life: and by ſuch denials we calf 
find the root of iniquity wither, and gra 
grow; ſinful motions will diminiſh, and he: 
venly deſires will increaſe ; the ſmall ſeed will 
become the - talleſt of herbs; and the lun 
come to be one in nature with the leaven. WF 


But this denial muſt be whilſt the cockatricl 1 
is yet in the ſhell; whilſt ſin is in the motion, 
before it comes to 48 lon; for ſinful motion 

may be turned from, but ſinful actions are 9 
recal. And what can ſhew us the riſing of <©| 
vil motions ? Preachers cannot ; books cannot f 
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I ing that is without, can effectually ſhew 

mo F 1s what is within; it muſt be an inward light; 

mad It muſt be the candle of the Lord, the eternal 
Ppirit, that was in the beginning given unto 

man for an inſtructor. | 


mul | There were in the creation good men, faith- 
oul ful men, ſelf-denying men, when there were 
ho preachers, nor books, that we read of: and 
who was their teacher, but the eternal Spirit? 
EW hat guide had they but the light of righte- 
Huſneſs in their own hearts? And did our pre- 
ent preachers make it their concern, to turn 
people's minds to eye this inward guide, and 
o become faithful followers thereof, we ſhould 
Pave more good men, faithful men, and ſelf- 
enying men, than can now be found. 


Men or angels could not give better advice 
Wo a people, that was turned to this inward 
icht, than Paul gave the Galatians, when he 
Wexhorted them to Wall in the Spirit; for if we 
re not guided by a right ſpirit, we can never 
cad a rightcous life. | 


As the ſeed of ſin grows «a waxeth ſtrong 
Jin us by our yielding to evil motions, ſo the 
ſced of grace grows and waxeth ſtrong in us by 
the denying of cvil motions: the putting off 
of the old man, is the wing on the new; 
Wand it is the new. man that makes any of us to 
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courſe of our lives, a new and heavenly con- 


comes to be in all our words, equity in all our 


holy nation, and a peculiar people; this make: 
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be new creatures, and to bring forth, in thelf 


verſation. 


aa bel of eil mot H 
ons, and to live in a continual exerciſe there. 
of, though we hear preachers all the days off 
our lives, we ſhall be but as the door on the 
hinges, or as Iſracl in the wilderneſs, often 
moving ; yet as ſhort of a righteous life, Y 
they that then came out of Egypt were of bar * 
ing peaccable poſſeſſions in the promiſed land. 


£41 = x 


We cannot come to a' righteous life, until 
our lights ſhine with ſuch brightneſs, that we 
can ſee the riſing of all evil motions at a diſ-W 
tance : for as grace comes to be uppermoſt, the 
root of iniquity will be lowermoſt ; as the one 
comes to be before our faces, the other will 
be behind our backs. | 


Our converſation is not in heaven, till truth 


_ 


deeds, and faithfulneſs in all our promiſes; 
this makes the ſons and daughters of men 2 


ſuch as were Heathens to be true Chriſtians; 
and ſuch as were the vileſt of ſinners, worthy} 
of the honourable name of ſaints. 


Whence come pride and haughtineſs, con- ; | 
tention and ſtrife, fraud and deceit, oppreſſion 
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and cruelty, but from the author of all wick- 
-dneſs? Where the fleſh, with the affections 
3 hereof, is crucified, ſuch things are not to be 
ound; and, let us pretend to what religion we 
vill, whilſt ſuch things are practiſed, we keep 
I alive what ought to be mortified. 


te 4 


= Where an evil ſpirit is oppermoſt, men know 
Ino limit; their ears, eyes, tongues, hands, and 
feet, are at liberty to hear evil reports, behold 
Wranity, ſpeak proudly, raſhly, unadviſedly, and 
Wdeceitfully ; to do violence, take bribes, and 
eo where they liſt. 


But where a right ſpirit rules, every member 
ef the body is under a limit; the ear is turn- 
ed from fables, and the eye from beholding va- 
Inity; they cannot, as too many do, cover, diſ- 
ſemble, and lie, to accompliſh ſelf ends: vain 
eommunication is not allowed to come out of 
their mouths; their hands are limited from tak- 
Ving bribes, uſing of violence, or doing any 
r wrong z the paths of rioters they cannot walk 
in, but are lovers of righteouſneſs, and haters 
Wof iniquity in themſelves and others. And to 
his eſtate we might all come, by denying ſuch 
notions as the light of righteouſneſs in our 
Own hearts wanifeſts to be evil. 


And now my advice to all profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity is, that inſtead of contending about 
G . 


1 
on 
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forms of godlineſs, they take heed to that in 
themſelves which leads to godlineſs ; inſtead af 
ſearching the ſcriptures for a right form, they 
would labour to live under the government of MF 
a right ſpirit ; for ſuch are delivered from the 
power of darkneſs, and return to Sion the ci- 
ty of God, and to the New Jeruſalem, where 

God is known and truly worſhipped. E 


One thing more I would have the reader t 
conſider, and that is this, Though every man 
that cometh into the world is attended with 
two ſpirits, yet he can have but one Lord; 
and he is Lord that hath the whole rule over us. 


The right of government, in all men, be. 
longs to the eternal Spirit, that was with the 3 
Father before the world began, called in ſcrip- 
tuxe the ſpirit of Chriſt; for in Jeſus, the ſe- 
cond Adam, no other olefe dwelt. He wa 
not attended with two ſpirits, as the offspring 

of fallen Adam are: he had not in himſelf 
light and darkneſs, good and evil, a ſeed of 
grace, and a ſeed of fin: but he was, as the 
ſcripture faith, full grace, and full of truth. 
In him was life, even the life that the firit Adam BE 
loſt, a ſpring of righteouſneſs ; and this life 
he retained, though his temptations far ex-! 
ceeded thoſe of Eve, and fo did keep out the 
evil ſpirit, which is the author of all wicked 
neſs. Though he lived many years on earth 


ö 
i 


1 * 
and met with many provocations, he was, in 
the whole courſe of his life, humble, lowly, 


18 1 meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, juſt, and 
A oithful ; and therein fulfilled all rightcoul- 
the J neſs, and ſo did the will of God on earth. 

ci. And the feed of grace in every man, is one 


ere in nature with the fulneſs that dwelt in him; 
and as this ſeed ſprings in any of us, and grows 
to ſtrength and ſtature, it makes us conforma- 


5 7 ble to his image. The more grace any man 
in bath, the more humble, meek, and merciful he 
d; is; the more light any of us have, the greater 

diſcovery it makes of what is amiſs in our- 


ſclves and others; the more truth dwells in us, 
be. the leſs fraud and deceit is wrought by us. 


. And as we walk in the light, we ſhall grow 
1 in grace, and add to our faith, virtue, knowledge, 
emperance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, 
and charity; by which, as Peter ſaid, an en- 
ty 5 

e france will be miniſtered unto us abundantly into 


e everlaſting kingdom of Chriſt. A right ſpirit 


of ; 
the will come to be exalted in us, and to have 
mY alone the rule and government over us; and 
na under the government of a right ſpirit, we ſhall 


10 a bring forth a right converſation, acceptable in 
the Hght of God. 


he Now the prince of darkneſs, being an ene- 
d- my to all righteouſnels, uſeth all endeavours to 
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blind the eyes of our underſtanding, and to 


keep us ſtrangers 'to this righteous ſeed, which 
is the ſpring of all grace and virtue, that he 


may draw us away from God and all godlineſs: 
and as ſuch as walk in the light of the Lord, 
add virtue to virtue, until they are filled with 


righteouſneſs ; ſo ſuch as follow the leadings 


of an evil ſpirit, add vice to vice, until they 


come to be filled with wickedneſs; and all ſuch 
have likewiſe but one lord; the prince of the 
power of darkneſs hath the whole rule over 
them. And theſe two ſtates are called in ſcrip- 


ture, life and death. 


Every man, as he cometh into the world, 


hath, as I may ſay, life and ſalvation before 
him, death and deſtruction behind him, and 
both at a diſtance from him: he hath alſo a 
good ſpirit to conduct him in the way of life 


and falvation, and an evil ſpirit waits to lead 


be in them. And the preaching of the goſpel 


was, and ought ſtill to be, for the opening of | 
ſuch blind eyes, to ſee the working of theſe Bl 


two ſpirits in themſelves, and the leadings 
thereof, that they might turn from the evil, 
and become followers of that which is good, 


that He, whoſe right it is, might come to have 
the rule in them and over them. 


him in the path of death and deſtruction ; and | 3 
moſt men are ſtrangers to both, although they 


1 to 
ich 


he 
feeling of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus: they have 


s: 


Id, | 
ith 
ngs 
Promiſes; ſo that did they keep to this, they 
would follow a right guide, and the ſeed of 
race would grow; truth and faithfulneſs would 
row: knowledge, temperance, patience, bro- 
Wherly kindneſs, and charity, would grow; and 
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And certain I am, that though many are 
gnorant of theſe things, many may be found 
ho have ſome ſight, ſome ſenſe, and ſome 


he knowledge of ſomething in themſelves, that 
alls for juſt weights and an equal balance, for 
oing unto all men as they wouid be done by, for 
ruth in their words, and faithfulneſs in their 


e ſhould find in ourſelyes, that an entrance 


I nto the kingdom of O chris would be abundantly 
dminiſtered. 


But whilſt the evil ſpirit remains unmortifi- 


ed, ſelf ſtands in our way; and to accompliſh 
Welt ends, an equal balance is not kept, juſtice 
s not done, equity is not performed, promiſes 
re not kept, undertakings are not faithfully 


anaged, the faſhions and cuſtoms of this ſin- 


ul world are not forſaken ; and that hinders 
he growth of the righteous ſeed ; for as there 
was no bringing down of the Canavpityn whilſt 
here was an accurſed thing in the camp; ſo. 


here is no bringing down the ſtrength of fin. 


Whilſt we have more regard to ſelf than a Sa- 


10ur ; and that which manifeſts ſelf is light ; 


Wy it we ſee to what every evil motion doth 


lead, and walking in the light, we walk in the 
way of God's ſalvation. 5 


But ſome may ſay of this eternal life, aj J 
wicked men and ſons of Belial ſaid of Saul, 
the choſen of the Lord, How ſball this man ſav 
us? What can the taking heed to this light 
advantage us? We find in ourſelves rebuke 
for ſin, but we find nothing in ourſelves to ſave 
us from ſin. : 


—_— 


To all ſuch I have this to ſay, Chriſt was 3 
given to the Gentiles for a light and for a lead- 
er. Whilſt we are in the nature of the Gen- 
tiles, whilſt we walk after the fleſh, whilſt we 
follow evil motions, we are departed from God, 
we are aliens from the commonwealth of Iſra- 
el, and are ſtrangers to the new covenant that ; 
God made with the houſe of Jacob; and in 

that ſtate we cannot know Chriſt the Saviour 
of the world, any otherwiſe than as a reprov- A 
er; but thoſe reproofs, being reproofs of in- 
_ ſtruction, are the way to life, even to that life 
that the firſt Adam through tranſgreſſion loſt. | 


For if at thoſe reproofs we turn from fuch 
things as we are reproved for, whether it be 
idle communication, intemperate living, unjuſt 
dealing, pride, paſſion, or any other vice, that 
the evil ſpirit of this world leads unto; and 
follow after righteouſneſs, doing ſuch thing 


<* 
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the Ws are juſt, upright, honeſt, and of good report; 
Wrcbukes will ceaſe, and our reprover will be- 
ome our leader; that which was behind our 
Hacks, will be before our faces; and that which 
Would have led us, will purſue us, as Pharaoh 
Wpurſued Iſrael, to bring us back to our old 
manner of living again, and then we ſhall find 
Chriſt to be our Saviour. As many as follow- 
ed Saul, ſaw how he ſaved them from their 
Woutward enemies; and all that come to be fol- 
owers of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus, do fee 


3 how he faves them from ſpiritual enemies. 
80 = Whilſt we follow motions of ſin, we follow 


a wrong guide, and in that path we may know 
che prevailing power of ſin, but can never know 


oF | the reſtraining power of grace. It is to as ma- 
in Iny as receive Chriſt that he gives power; and 
_ none receive him, but ſuch as turn from their 
= iniquities at his reproof, and confide in him 
11. for a Saviour; ſuch truly believe in his name. 
fife I grant, that the ſhining of an inward light, 


t which is the firſt manifeſtation of Chriſt to the 

ſons and daughters of men, ſeems at firſt ſmall 
bv and powerleſs ; and ſo do our firſt motions to 
auth lin : but follow ſuch finful motions as far as 
at they. will lead, and we ſhall find them power- 
ful enough. May not many be found at this 
2 day, even amongſt us: who are called Chriſti- 
ans, ſo captivated under the power of ſin, that 
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a bond-ſlave, who is held in chains of iron 
can eaſier break his bonds, ariſe, depart, ani 
return unto his native country, than they can 

cCeaſe from iniquity, riſe from their fall, and 

lead a ſober, righteous, godly life. 1 


And if the ſeed of fin come, by our follow- 
ing the motions thereof, to have ſuch power 7 | 
over us, why may not the ſeed of grace, if well 
return thereunto, and become followers there. 
of, have as much power over us! ? | 


Undoubtedly John, who had travelled frog 4 
death to life, and was an eye-witneſs of things | 
as they were in the beginning, felt in himſelf 
ſuch a power, when he ſaid, M hoſoever is born 
of God doth not commit fin, for his ſeed remains in 
him, and he cannot fin. And many living wit- i 
neſſes may be found, at this day, who can ſay, 
from a ſenſible experience, That where this 
righteous ſeed is riſen, and comes to have do- 
minion, it is ſo powerful and reſtraining, that 
they cannot be unjuſt in their dealings, nor 
unfaithful in their promiſes ; they cannot tell 
an untruth, though ever ſo much to their out- 
ward advantage ; they cannot be intemperate, 
waſting the good creatures that God hath giv- 0 
en for their nouriſhment, by exceſſive eating 
and drinking; they cannot oppreſs the poor, 
the widow, and fatherleſs, nor take by violence 
That which they have no right unto : the ſmall 


'® of ga EE 
— — 


FE TEST 
- 
5 

— 


n 
e 
— worn go ee 


A % » r 2 — 12 2 a * 
n 28 4th — — 3 Lee lk + . an 10 
* — x — = , IIa > — * 9 E =, an. 
—— — — — . = & LN I. es of 
2 - — 2 * rot > > N 
—— _ . — — — T.. A Pre 5 hoes. 
Stn CR NT IE OSEND L 7 — . 2 i 2 
* + JO — — —— » : « woe = of — Sr - . 
2 — - 1 5 5 ws — — * 5 * 
— 4 — — — n FR 4 2 — n * — we . 
3 — * - * ” + $ * a+ 1 — Ll 2 — 4 
FO PIER v — re 2 rn — — — — my —— 19. he $S Z 8 — 


; 37 

ecd in them is become the talleſt of herbs, and 
path as much power over them, as fin hath 
Mover ſuch who dwell therein. 

I Theſe are, as the Coloſſians were, deliver- 
Wed from the power of darkneſs ; theſe have, as 
W- the Philippians had, their converſation in hea- 
ver ven; theſe glority God in their lives, and ſo 
we anſwer the end of their creation. 


Much preaching hath made many godly talk- 
ers; but it is grace in the heart, and truth in 
on our inward parts, that make godly livers. And 
ng to a fulneſs of this heavenly treaſure none of us 
ſelf can attain, but by denying ſuch motions as the 
my eternal light * N ES nts in our 1 


— 


— 


it. W in denylig the evil, we ceſs: the DG ; And 
a), as the growth of ſin ſtands in our ill-doing, ſo 
ns BY the growth of grace ſtands in our well-doing. 


Our anceſtors have told us, That there was 
nore honeſty and plain-dealing amongſt men in ages 
en Dat, when there was leſs preaching, than can be 
Vund amongſt men now. And their ſaying I can 


te, ealily believe; knowing that it is a true ſelf- 
vl denial, and not the hearing of preachers, t that 
ng muſt mortify ſin, change our nature, and 
1 make us new creatures; which is the ground 


of all honeſty and plain-dealing. 
N 
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And of this true ſelf-denial, I am apt t 
think, we have much leſs than former gener: 
tions had; for we ſee, though preaching . 
bounds, pride, covetous practices, with man 
other vices, ſuper-abound: and the reaſon t 
me is this, conformity to outward forms c 
worſhip, being more taking with people than 
the ſtrait gate and narrow way of ſelf-denial 
hath in our preſent age gotten the name of re- 
ligion, Chriſtianity, and true godlineſs ; inſo- 
much, that ſhould a man add to his faith, vir- 
tue and all other graces, by which an entrance 
Into the everlaſting kingdom 'of Chriſt is abun- 
dantly miniſtered, if there be not withal a con- 
formity to ſome outward way of worthip, he 
{ball not paſs for a godly man. Nay, though 
his converſation be ever fo heavenly ; though 
he be humble, lowly, mezk, patient, peaceable; 
though truth be in all his words, equity and 
faithfulneſs in all his deeds ; though he viſits 
the fatherleſs and the widow, and keeps -him- 
felf unſpotted from the world; if he be not in 
the exerciſe of ſome outward form of godli- 
neſs, he ſhall not be counted religious, nor 


hardly a Chriſtian.* 


— 


Conformity in every ſect, opinion, or per- 
ſuaſion, is become the character of a religious 
* But it is not hereby intended to diſcourage the aſſembling of 


_ ourſelves together for the public worſhip of Almighty God, 
agreeable to the advice of the 1 Heb. x. 25. 
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nan, and the only band of unity and brother- 
ood; if this fail, there ſoon comes an eſtrang- 
edneſs : and ſo there is much preſſing into con- 
tormities, but little minding the mortification 
f fin, in order to a life of righteouſneſs. But, 
let our zcal for conformity be ever ſo much, it 
is he that ordereth his converſation aright, that 
ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. 


The conformity that the living Lord re- 
quires, is a conformity to the image of Chriſt 
in the courſe of our lives, to be haly as he was 


ly; without which we cannot be, as the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians were, of the houſehold of 
God ; we are not come to the New Jeruſalem, 
and fo cannot be fellow-citizens with ſaints. 
Though we bar the primitive Chriſtians name, 
we are not in the primitive Chriſtians nature ; 
the firft-born is not ſo brought down, as to 
have a right ſpirit alone to rule in us, and to 
have the dominion over us. | 


If the ſayings contatind in this book ſeem 
ſtrange unto the reader, it is becauſe the rea- 
der is a ſtranger to the primitive Chriſtians 
life: if he who was their head and leader, were 
ecome ours; had we fellowſhip with them, as 
they had with Chriſt ; we ſhould have an echo 
in ourſelves, anſwering to what is here ſaid; 
our hearts would ſay, It rs fo. | 
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And the way to come to their righteous lite, 
is to walk in the light, denying and turning 
from the leaſt thing that it ſhall manifeſt unto 
us to be evil. At the beginning of our jour— 
ney, it will ſeem a ſtrait and narrow way; 
but after we have travelled on awhile, we ſhall 
run therein with great delight. For the king- 
dom of heaven, or Chriſt's government by his 
eternal ſpirit in the hearts of his people, doth 
not conſiſt of righteoufneſs alone: the righte- 
ouſneſs that proceeds from a right ſpirit, is ac- 
companied with peace and joy: as ill- -doing is 
attended with trouble and ſorrow, well-doing 
is attended with peace and joy. All the plea- 
ſures of wickedneſs, that the whole world af. 
fords, are not to be compared to the joys of a 
righteous life. Every evil motion we deny, 
in obedience unto Chriſt, affordeth a ſuperior 
Joy to that which a warrior hath in battle, 
when his enemy flies before him. 


The Jews counted themſelves more holy than 
the Gentiles, though both made of one blood; 
and as both were the offspring of Adam, both 
had in themſelves good and evil. But' to the 
Jews the Lord gave laws, ſtatutes, and judg- 
ments, for a rule of righteouſneſs ; and they, 
conforming thereunto in worſhip and outward 
ſervices, counted themſelves, as we who are cal- 


led Chriſtians do, holier than the Heathen. 
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But this was a ſelfiſh perſuaſion in the Jews, 


and no better in us who are called Chriſtians, 


whilſt we continue in a ſtate of degeneration : 


for no outward conformity, without inward 


ſanctification, can make any man holy; and 


no man is ſanctified, till ſin is mortified. | 


When the Heathens, through the preaching 
of the goſpel, turned from their darkneſs, and 
came to be followers of the eternal Spirit, 
thereby mortifying the ſtrength of fin, they 
were more holy than many of the Jews, and 
called by the Apoſtle Saints; which was more 
ſuitable than the name of Chriſtians ; which 
was at firſt given in deriſion to the followers 
of Chriſt, by the unconverted Heathens at An- 


| tioch, and but once ſincerely mentioned in all 


the ſcripture ; but the name of ſaints is pecu- 


| liar to all truly ſanctified ſouls. 


As circumciſion gave many the name of 
Jews, ſo the imitating of John's baptiſm hath 
given many the name of Chriſtians ; but no- 
thing can give Jew or Chriſtian the name of 
a ſaint, in truth, but an heart made pure, ſin- 
gle, upright, and honeſt, through the mortifi- 
cation of ſin, called in ſcripture The baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; for that is effected not by any 
outward means, but by our walking after the 
Holy Ghoſt. Till this is wrought, though 


we have a Chriſtian name, we cannot bring 
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Profiteth little. 
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forth a heavenly converſation, and ſo the name 


For we who are called Chriſtians, as we are 
born into the world, have in ourſelves a ſeed 
of ſin as well as others; and for want of faith- 
ful weeders to root up vice as it appears, ini- 
quity grows to that height, that nothing leſs 
than the powerful Spirit of Chriſt can bring 


it down; and from ſuch who remain ſtrangers 


to the working of this Spirit, a cry hath gone 
forth, That there is no freedom from ſin on this 


fide the grave: but the Coloſſians, who were 


delivered from the power of darkneſs, knew 
better things ; and ſo ſhould we, if we did turn 


from iniquity, acquaint ourſelves with their 


guide, and walk in newneſs of life. 


A numberleſs number 4 this day bear the 


Chriſtian name, becauſe it is eaſily obtained: 


nothing is required at the receiving of it but 
promiſes. But ſmall is the number of ſaints, 


becauſe no man can be a ſaint, but by a per- 


formance of thoſe promiſes; and that no man 


can do, until he turn to that in himſelf which 


manifeſts the works of the devil ; and, on diſ- 
covery thereof, deny, turn from, and quite for- 
ſake them. By taking this away, and uſing 
this means, ſin will certainly be mortified, the 
ſoul ſanctified, and ſuch as were ſinners will 


come to be ſaints, 


16 


03 


But as nothing diſcouraged the camp of Tf- 
racl from going up to poſſeſs the land of Ca- 
naan, more than the report that ten ſpies gave 
of the ſtrength of the people that dwelt there- 


in; ſo nothing diſcourageth awakened , ſouls 


from preſſing after a life of righteouſneſs, more 


than the report that hath been given by profeſ- 


ſors of godlineſs concerning the ſtrength of ſin, 
that it could not be overcome: when they that 
ſo reported never made trial in the way of 
God's ſalvation, 


All the ſpies ſpake well of the land, as all 
ſorts of people now do of a ſober, righteous, 


| godly life and converſation : all will commend 


humility, meekneſs, moderation, temperance, 
patience, chaſtity, and, above all, plain, up- 
right, honeſt, juſt dealings, though they do not 
practiſe them ; and nothing hinders but this, 
the evil ſpirit of this world is uppermoſt, and 


few endeavour, in God's way, to bring it down. 


Had the camp of Iſrael made them a. cap- 
tain, and gone back into Egypt, they could ne- 
ver have ſubdued the Canaanites : and whilſt 
we allow ourſelves to live in fin, it is impoſſi- 
ble we ſhould ſubdue it, for we ſtrengthen what 


| we ſhould mortify. The Canaanites were 


made weak by war, and ſo muſt the ſtrength 
of ſin ; with this difference; theirs was an ac- 
tual war, and ours mult be defenſive. When, 
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by the candle of the Lord that ſhines in ou: 4 
fouls, we ſee an aſpiring thought, a luſtful de. 0 
ſire, a covetous inclination, or any other evil 
motion; if we ſtand on our guard, and den) 
it entrance into our affection, it will retreat, 0 

and, after many attempts, being ſtill put back, 
will hardly attempt any more; at moſt, the 
motions thereof will be but weak. 


Whilſt there was an accurſed thing in the u 
camp, the enemy prevailed, and Iſrael retreat c 
ed: and ſo it is at this day; if we cover, iti d 
we hide, if we juſtify what our own hearts 
condemn, the evil prevails, and the good re- 
treats, | | 


Loet us but accuſtom ourſelves to true deni. 
als, and the ſtrength of ſin will, from day to 
day, be weakened; and as Joſhua and Caleb 
ſaid, The Lord will be with us his grace will 
be in our hearts, and his fear before our eyes; 
truth, equity, and honeſty, will be uppermolt; 
and then it will be as eaſy to lead a ſober, 
righteous, godly life, as ever it was to live! 
looſe and ungodly life : for though ſomething 
of ſin may remain in us, as ſome of the Ca. 
naanites remained in the good land, it will be 
powerleſs as they were ; and all our member 
that were ſervants to ſin, will become ſervant 
to righteouſneſs, as it is written, 7he elder ſh. 
ſerve. the younger. 
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But if we rebel againſt the Lord, by joining 
with motions of ſin, as many who are called 
Chriſtians, as well as Heathens, do, this war 
will be over before it is begun; that which is 
uppermoſt, will continue ſo; and as we live, 
ſo we ſhall die, receiving wages, not according 
to our words, but, according to our Works : 
and then we ſhall know that a Chriſtian name, 
without a Chriſtian converſation, will ſtand 
us in little ſtead ; for it is not he that is over- 


come, but he that overcometh, that the ſecond 
death ſhall not hurt. 


THE END, 
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